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Sir: 

This paper is submitted in response to the Office Action dated 
October 3, 2003. A petition for a four-month extension of the 
period for responding to the Action is submitted herewith. 

The Action includes restriction and election of species 
requirement. Restriction is required between: 

(I) Claims 1-16, identified in the Action as being directed 
to a needle point covering member, and 

(II) Claims 17-19, identified in the Action as being directed 
to a method of assembling the injection needle. 
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Applicants elect the subject matter of Group (I), claims 1-16 
for prosecution in this application. This election is made without 
traverse to the extent that the restriction is modified to include 
claims 18 and 19 in Group (I) . Claims 18 and 19 should be included 
with the Group (I) invention since they are directed to a syringe 
having a needlepoint-covering member as recited in the Group (I) 
claims. Applicants' rights under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and 121 to the 
filing of a divisional application directed to the non-elected 
^'"-^bject matter are retained. 
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and an election of one of the following subspecies of the invention 
relating to the triggering mechanism: 

(a) Figure 20 

(b) Figure 21, 

are also required in the Action. 
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Applicants elect (F) (Figure 14) as the species and (a) 
(Figure 20) as the subspecies. These elections are also made 
without traverse. 

Claims 1, 3-5 and 7-14 read on Group (F) (Figure 14) and 
claims 1, 4 and 7-14 read on Group (a) (Figure 20) . 

Additionally, although the Office states in the Action that no 
claims are generic, claim 1 is believed to be generic to Figures 1- 
7, 14-18, 20-21 and 31-33 and claim 4 is believed to be generic to 
Figures 8-18 and 20-26. 

The foregoing is believed to be a complete and proper response 
to the Office Action dated October 3, 2003, and is believed to 
place this application in condition for allowance. If, however, 
minor issues remain that can be resolved by means of a telephone 
interview, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the 
undersigned attorney at the telephone number indicated below. 

In the event that this paper is not considered to be timely 
filed, applicants hereby petition for an appropriate extension of 
time. The fee for any such extension may be charged to our Deposit 
Account No. 111833. 
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In the event any additional fees are required, please also 



charge our Deposit Account No. 111833. 



The Farragut Building 
Suite 710 

900 17th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
Tel: (202) 887-9023 
Fax: (202) 887-9093 
KTK/cfm 



Respectfully submitted. 



KUBOVCIK & KUBOVCIK 




Keiko Tanaka Kubovcik 
Reg. No. 40,482 
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